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Dear SONA Neighbors,

While the 102nd Legislature has adjourned for the year, my staff and I are already hard at work
preparing for the next legislative session and beyond. Here are a few of the interim studies that I
introduced at the end of session to begin researching for bills in 2013:

Addressing Vacant Properties Through Land Banking: LR 520
This past session, I introduced LB 1137, a bill which would have enabled Nebraska cities to
establish "land banks". Used successfully in other states to address vacant and foreclosed
properties, land banks are government authorities created by a city to acquire, hold, manage and
develop tax-delinquent properties.

While LB 1137 was advanced by the Legislature's Urban Affairs Committee, the bill was not
advanced in time for debate during the short session. In order to continue the discussion on land
banking I introduced LR 520, an interim study to examine the potential benefits of land banking
in the Omaha metropolitan area. The study will focus on the negative effects that vacant,
abandoned, and tax-foreclosed properties have on Omaha neighborhoods, and I am hopeful that
the Urban Affairs Committee will hold a hearing on the interim study later this fall.

State & Local Government Transparency: LR 502
In 2009, the Legislature passed the Taxpayer Transparency Act, which mandated the creation of a
single, searchable website fwww.nebraskaspending, gov) with information on state tax receipts
and expenditures by the State Treasurer's Office. As a co-sponsor of the Taxpayer Transparency
Act (LB 16), I have long supported efforts to make government expenditures more transparent
and easy for Nebraskans to follow.

LR 502, which has been named the top priority interim study by the Government, Military &
Veterans Affairs Committee, is an interim study to examine government transparency efforts at
the local level. The study will also include an examination of the implementation and
effectiveness of the Taxpayer Transparency Act, which I am hopeful will lead to further
improvements to make our state government more open to Nebraska citizens.

Creating Jobs Through Wage Subsidies: LR 519
At least 39 other states currently have what are known as wage subsidy programs, in which the
state provides short-term subsidies for businesses that hire new employees who are currently
participating in public assistance programs. Wage subsidy programs have proven to be helpful
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both for the participants who gain job skills and access to gainful employment as well as the
employers who are able to offset some of the costs of training new employees. When most
effective, wage subsidies can help move people from dependency to full-time employment.

This past session, I introduced LB 1136, which would have created a two-year pilot project for a
wage subsidy program in Nebraska. LR 519 would continue to examine similar programs that
have been successful in other states, and seeks to identify potential funding sources for a wage
subsidy program in Nebraska.

I would like to invite you to visit my website, www.senatorheathmello.com. to stay informed
with up-to-date information, and as always, please feel free to contact me with your concerns at
hmello@leg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2710.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to represent you in the Nebraska Legislature.

Working for you,

Heath Mello
State Senator
District 5


