
January 23, 2012 
 
Greetings, Chairwoman Fisher and members of the Transportation 
Committee 
 
My name is spelled, D-o-n P-r-e-i-s-t-e-r.   
  
Thank you for your service to the people of Nebraska and for this 
opportunity to present testimony in support of LB 922.  We thank Senator 
Mello for his work on this issue and bill. My testimony is on behalf of the 
SOETF, but a few of the members remained neutral. 
 
I Chair the South Omaha Environmental Task Force, SOETF, that brings 
together business, government and residents to seek solutions to industry 
problems in our community. SOETF was organized 40 years ago by business 
leaders from the stockyards and packing industries to mitigate problems 
associated with their business.  Rodents, strong odors and manure spilled on 
streets were problems having negative impacts on the city image that they 
wanted to stop.  With much cooperative effort, we have greatly reduced all 
of these problems.  Now, it is rare to get a rodent complaint and odors are 
vastly diminished.  Manure spills from cattle trucks are way down but 
despite our best combined efforts, they remain a daily occurrence  Partly 
this is due to the volume of 100 loads per work day entering the area.   
 
We see 95 to 98% of the truckers as conscientious in driving, maintaining 
their trucks and loads. It is that remaining 2 to 5 loads per day that has 
caused serious problems from their spills.  Resulting traffic wrecks including 
a near fatal motorcycle accident, have moved onto the interstate, further 
concerning the State Patrol and Dept. of Roads. Given the volume of 
interstate traffic, it is nearly impossible to use road cleaners for spill 
removal. Driving on a manure slick is like being on ice; it is dangerous. Our 
focus must remain on preventing spills through education with the Nebraska 
Trucking Association, Nebraska Cattlemen, Packers, State Patrol, 
Department of Roads and our other members.   
 
I commend our business partners for their sincere ongoing efforts to prevent 
problems. The letters given out by the Packers to truckers—see attached—
the excellent articles written over the years by NE Trucker magazine, 
Carrier Enforcement and Roads Dept. efforts, all help.  We are all doing 
what we can and now turn to the legislature for one additional tool to use. 



 
Education is working but has limits.  When Packers posted and enforced a 
$500 fine for truckers spilling manure on their property, the spills stopped. 
Packers only have authority on their own property though.  LB 922 extends 
their reach area by increasing the current fine to $250.  The present $100 
fine has not been a deterrent to the few persistent violators.  The responsible 
drivers will never be affected by this increase.  It is the last few irresponsible 
drivers that we are attempting to change by this legislation.  Even they will 
not be impacted if they drive and operate properly.  That is what we seek. 
 
LB 922 brings additional attention in statute to the issue. The awareness of 
increased penalties will serve as a deterrent.  It is another tool for us to use 
in our ongoing efforts. Our goal is to change the offensive behavior of the 
few, that all of the other 98% of responsible drivers already abide by, but 
are negatively impacted by.  This legislation requires proper operation of 
truck trailer equipment, which should already be required, and updates an 
old fine with a more effective increase.  I ask your favorable advancement of 
LB 922 to the full legislature.  Thank you for your courtesy in hearing my 
testimony. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Don Preister, Chairman 
SOETF  


