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Dear SONA Neighbors,

The 102nd Legislature recently convened in its second, 60-day short session, and I wanted to keep you
informed about some of the legislation that I have introduced to help address quality of life issues in South
Omaha:

Cracking Down on Manure Spills in South Omaha: LB 922
Trucks carrying cattle and other livestock to South Omaha meat-packing plants have long been the cause of
traffic accidents in South Omaha's industrial corridor, as some trucks regularly spill manure on city streets
and along the Kennedy Freeway. While the efforts of the South Omaha Environmental Task Force (SOETF)
have been successful in reducing the spills and educating the trucking-industry about the problem, sometimes
education can only go so far. LB 922, which was recently heard by the Legislature's Transportation &
Telecommunication Committee, would increase the fine for these dangerous spills from the currently
statutory minimum of $100 to a mandatory-minimum $250.

Ensuring a Transparent Process for Trails: LB 732
As some South Omaha neighborhoods found out in recent years, the process of selecting a route for
recreational biking trails can be frustrating for residents who often feel that government officials ignore
legitimate concerns brought to their attention by concerned citizens. While the Legislature passed strict
requirements for the use of eminent domain for trails by NRDs in 2010, those same requirements currently
do not apply when the city is the primary entity responsible for the trail. Under LB 732, those same
requirements would be applicable when cities seek to use eminent domain for trails, ensuring that future
trails projects include ample opportunity for public input.

Addressing the Vacant Property Crisis: LB 729. LB 1137, & LB 1138
In recent weeks, multiple fires in South Omaha have started in vacant and abandoned properties, spreading to
other nearby homes and businesses. This past interim, my office worked with the Legislature's Urban
Affairs Committee and city officials to seek possible solutions for cities to help address the increasing
number of abandoned properties, many of which present significant health and safety hazards. As a result of
this work, I introduced three pieces of legislation which will provide cities with additional tools to combat
vacant properties. LB 729 and LB 1138 would change two existing economic development programs to
allow existing funds to be used to address vacant properties, while LB 1137 would enable Nebraska cities to
establish "land banks". Used successfully in other states to address vacant and foreclosed properties, land
banks are government authorities created by a city to acquire, hold, manage and develop tax-delinquent
properties.
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I would like to invite you to visit my website, www.ssnatorheathmello.com. to stay informed with up-to-date
information, and as always, please feel free to contact me with your concerns at hmello@leg.ne.gov or (402)
471-2710.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to represent you in the Nebraska Legislature.

Working for you,
/

Heath Mello
State Senator
District 5


