
Graffiti – Crystal Rhoades 

 
1. Weather is an issue for us, if it is too cold or wet graffiti cannot be painted over because 
it will not dry properly. Public works has been saying graffiti cannot be cleaned up in a 
timely fashion because of weather for years, but this ordinance makes no provision for it. 
The Neighborhood Center and the South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance has asked that a 
weather provision be added so that property owners have adequate time in the event of 
inclement weather, as written the ordinance would start accessing penalties at 10 days 
regardless of weather. 
 
2. Graffiti is not the same as a broken window. If someone breaks your window the 
likelihood they will do it again, day after day, is very low but taggers often tag property 
repeatedly, this ordinance will create a burden for homeowners and businesses, which may 
result in good owners leaving the neighborhood. 
 
3. Years ago the money for the graffiti van was raised through a public private partnership. 
It was donated to the city with the understanding that the city would abate graffiti for 
citizens. Making citizens pay for this service violates that agreement. 
 
4. When a resident is a victim of a crime this will further victimize them by writing tickets or 
placing liens on their property. It is not the same as a broken window, graffiti can be 
cleaned and reappear within less than 24 hours. 
 
5. If we begin accessing liens on properties it will further stigmatize any area with graffiti. 
Residents will have difficulty selling their properties. 
 
6. Places that are tagged are often done so repeatedly, if businesses must submit this to 
their insurance companies multiple times their policies will likely be cancelled. This may 
force businesses to relocate losing many critical jobs and creating even more crime and 
economic problems for areas. 
 
7. Code enforcement and the police do not currently have the resources to efficiently 
process serious violations; they are under-staffed and underfunded. This ordinance will 
place more strain on the current system, and it will victimizing the victims of crime. 
 
8. The Neighborhood Center and the South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance has work 
tirelessly on trying to abate graffiti in neighborhoods. We understand the budgetary 
concerns of the city and have offered to work with them toward a solution. While they have 
entertained meetings they continue to push the ordinance through without any modification. 
We asked if we could begin by developing a process for exemption for people who are 
physically or financially unable to pay for graffiti abatement services, while they claim there 
will be a process they cannot provide details and if the ordinance doesn't spell out this 
process, it does not have to be followed by the city.  Further, if it isn't spelled out and there 
is a change in leadership in public works, the city council, or the mayor's office they are 
under no legal obligation to offer an exemption to people who cannot afford to abate graffiti 



or who don't have the money to pay for services.  
 
9. While it may not be the intention of the current mayor or public work's staff to close a 
loop hole, that will target people who can afford to clean up graffiti but refuse to do so, it is 
written in such a way that it could be applied to anyone and not just the "worst 
offenders".  While the intentions may be good, elected officials and civil servants retire, 
change jobs, or get promoted to new positions.  Which means this policy could be applied to 
people it was never intended to effect. 
 
10.  This is a huge policy shift. The current policy discourages people from cleaning up 
graffiti until the city and the police department have come to take photos and record the 
graffiti.  Suddenly making it an offense to not remove the graffiti they have been told to 
leave until it is properly recorded will cause massive confusion for residents and will likely 
result in unnecessary fines. 
 
 
My recommendation is that we discuss how we can craft an ordinance that helps address 
public works concerns about those abusing the service and inaccessible properties, and 
empowers residents and volunteers to work to abate more graffiti in our neighborhoods but 
doesn't create a situation where residents could be punished with tax liens or tickets if they 
are physically or financially unable to abate graffiti and that accounts for special 
circumstances such as weather. 
 
 


