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Dear SONA Neighbors,

Members of the Nebraska Legislature recently designated priority bills for the session, and I
wanted to keep you informed about some of the upcoming bills which will have an impact in the
South Omaha community:

Renewing an Important Tool for Job Creation: LB 924
While Nebraska cities have a number of existing tools to help bring new and expanding
businesses to the Omaha area, often times these tools are not designed to bring in larger
industrial employers. The Nebraska Redevelopment Act, which passed in 1995 but sunsetted in
2000, provided cities with the ability to use tax-increment financing (TIP) on vacant land both
within the city and outside of city limits, including the numerous former industrial properties in
South Omaha. LB 924 would reactivate the Redevelopment Act, giving the City of Omaha an
important tool that could be used to attract a major employer to the Omaha metropolitan area.
LB 924 was recently selected as a speaker priority bill.

Bridging the Skills Gap: LB 1079
Based on recent studies, nearly 64% of the jobs in the State of Nebraska will require post-
secondary education, yet only 35% of Nebraskans currently have a post-secondary degree. One
tool to help bridge such a skills gap are so-called "bridge programs", which are educational
partnerships that assist students in obtaining the academic, work, and technical skills needed to
enter and succeed in both post-secondary education and the job market. LB 1079 would
appropriate state lottery funds to establish compettive grants for such "bridge programs", and
was recently selected as a priority bill by Senator Danielle Conrad of Lincoln.

Creating .lobs Through "Buying American": LB 923
As many working families know, the manufacturing industry in our country has been in a steady
state of decline for the past few decades. Despite this fact, many American factories both inside
and outside of Nebraska continue to do well in the face of stiff competition from China and other
foreign counties. LB 923 would help give a boost to American manufacturers by requiring that
construction projects undertaken by the State of Nebraska include provisions that the iron and
steel used in the project be manufactured in the United States. These "Buy American"
provisions would not apply if the required American-made materials were unavailable in
sufficient quantity or if the inclusion of the required materials would increase the cost of the
project by more than 10%.

(Turn Over)



I would like to invite you to visit my website, www.senatorheathmello.com. to stay informed
with up-to-date information, and as always, please feel free to contact me with your concerns at
hmello@Ieg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2710.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to represent you in the Nebraska Legislature,

rking for you,

Heath Mello
State Senator
District 5


