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Dear SONA Neighbors,

The Legislature's Appropriations Committee recently advanced its budget changes for the year,
and I wanted to keep you informed about several aspects of the budget that will benefit the South
Omaha community:

Creating Short-term and Long-term Jobs: Funding for the UNMC Cancer Center
Earlier this year, the University of Nebraska Medical Center announced plans to build a $370
million cancer center on their Omaha campus. Designed to treat some of the toughest cancer
cases and compete with world-renowned facilities like the Mayo Clinic, the proposed UNMC
cancer center would expand Nebraskans access to world-class cancer treatment. The project
would add more than 1,200 jobs in Omaha and an estimated $100 million annually to our local
economy, which doesn't include the impact the project will have in the construction industry.

While the vast majority of the project will be paid for using private donations, the Appropriations
Committee budget includes $50 million towards the cost of the research tower portion of the
UNMC cancer center. As private fimdraising for the remainder of the project reaches certain
levels, the state will transfer funds from its cash reserve to help make the proposal a reality. I
was proud to support this critical funding for the UNMC cancer center that will create good-
paying jobs for many Nebraska families in the construction and medical research fields.

Rebounding From The Economic Downturn: Restoring Budget Cuts
Although Nebraska's economy did not feel the same effects as many other states during the the
recent economic downturn, many Nebraskans continue to struggle with paying their mortgage as
our economy slowly rebounds. In addition, recent economic development efforts by the
Legislature have utilized funds designated for affordable housing for other programs.
Recognizing a need to continue investing in affordable housing projects throughout the state, the
Appropriations Committee budget includes a one-time transfer to the Affordable Housing Trust
Fund to expand access to affordable housing to families in Omaha and elsewhere.

One of the more difficult cuts made during last year's budget was the reduction in provider rates
for doctors, hospitals, and nursing homes who accept Medicaid clients. As the cost of healthcare
continues to climb, failure to keep provider rates in line with the cost of treatment will force
Nebraskans who pay out of pocket or through their insurance to pay higher rates, and can even
cause some providers to refuse Medicaid patients. The Appropriations Committee budget
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partially restores some previous cuts in these areas, ensuring that elderly Nebraskans on
Medicaid will continue to have access to doctors close to home.

Helping Those Most in Need: Funding the DP Waiting List
For those Nebraskans who have a child or a loved one with developmental disabilities, efforts to
access needed services can be an ongoing struggle. Many Nebraska families who rely on this
critical assistance have been forced to quit their jobs to watch their loved ones because funding
for developmental disability services has dwindled over the past few years. The Appropriations
Committee budget also includes one-time funding to help reduce the number of families on a
waiting list for these services, providing critical help to those Nebraskans who need it most.

I would like to invite you to visit my website, www.senatorheathmello.com. to stay informed
with up-to-date information, and as always, please feel free to contact me with your concerns at
hmello@leg.ne.gov or (402) 471-2710.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to represent you in the Nebraska Legislature.

Heath Mello
State Senator
District 5


