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Southeast Precinct Advisory Council meeting 
Tuesday, April 3rd, 2012 

Southeast Precinct assembly 
 

The Southeast Precinct Advisory Council met Tuesday, April 3rd, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.  Present 
were: 
 

Marilyn Cech, Deer Park Neighborhood Association 
John McCaul, Leavenworth Neighborhood Association 
Rachel Joos, Leavenworth Neighborhood Association 
Dorothy Patach, South Omaha Business Association 
William Hanes, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association and OCCP 
Barry and Beverly Wells, Home Terrace/Harrison Heights Neighborhood 
  Watch 
Terri Archer, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association 
Eleanor Andrysik, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association 
Bud and Dorothy Anderson, Lynch Park Neighborhood Association 
Kayleen Young, City of Omaha  
Steve Hurlbut, Lynch Park Neighborhood Association 
Kay Novacek, Deer Park Neighborhood Association 
Dhalbeng Malual, Sudanese Civil Society 
Arnold Breslow, OMS 
Pastor Sanders, Family First 
Jean Davidson, Dahlman Neighborhood Association 
Margaret Rezac, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association 
Mark Fields, Burlington Road Neighborhood Association/OCCP 
Anita Rojas, Highland South/Indian Hill Neighborhood Association 
Councilman Garry Gernandt 
Ofelia Robles, Crime Prevention Specialist, Omaha Police Department 
Lieutenant Laurie Scott, Omaha Police Department 
Melissa Konecky, Recording Secretary, Omaha Police Department 

 
Kayleen Young from the Public Works Department 
We were pleased to have Kaleen Young as a guest to discuss graffiti removal and to answer 
questions.   
 
There are two full-time painters working on the graffiti van and a 32-hour a week employee who is 
a power washer for a total of four employees including Kayleen.  Their work orders come 
primarily from the public’s calls.  They do not scout out graffiti themselves since they are so busy 
trying to keep up with these calls.  Convicted offenders sometimes help the crew paint but often 
do not do as good of a job as the regular crew. 
 
Since a lot of the graffiti is gang-related, Kayleen works closely with the Gang Unit.  The police 
have made several arrests recently.  There is graffiti all over the city but, because there is so 
much in South Omaha, Kayleen and her crew spend 90% of their time between Leavenworth and 
Harrison Streets.   
 
They try to go to areas where there is a lot of graffiti and do numerous abatements all at once in 
one area.  It has to be above freezing for them to be able to paint over graffiti and, preferably, 
over 40 degrees.  They have a hard time cleaning high on buildings but Garry said they’re trying 
to remedy this problem.  They are often about ten days behind in their abatement but presently 
are only three or four days behind. 
 
Using a newer model of power washer with hot water and more pressure really helps get graffiti 
off better than using cold water and lower pressure.  Some surfaces need to be power washed 
while others must be painted over.   
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The graffiti van has a sophisticated color-matching program and the workers are skilled in 
matching colors and painting.  They mix colors on site.  People are asked to e-mail Kayleen if 
they want a certain color for their abatement.  Her e-mail address is 
kayleen.young@ci.omaha.ne.us.  To report graffiti, call the Mayor’s Hotline at 402-444-5555. 
 
The city is working on funding for graffiti removal kits for volunteers and Kayleen is working on 
getting refills for the kits.  Kayleen and Garry do not want the cost of volunteering to clean graffiti 
to fall on the neighborhood groups.  Could some of the big box stores donate paint or cleaners, 
and then we could advertise them for doing so?  Could American Uniform donate old cloth for 
rags?  Mark has a little of the cleaner he can share.  Graffiti has decreased in his neighborhood 
recently.    
 
Volunteers are needed!  Margaret and quite a few others are volunteering to clean graffiti and 
their help is very much welcome.  Unfortunately, the chemicals used to clean graffiti are toxic and 
do not smell very good.  Silver spray paint works really well on light poles. 
 
A consultant from California has been working with the city since July and many 
recommendations were made.  They conference-call each week with the city.  The new ordinance 
is not going to change anything for the PAC members present.  They will not be charged for 
graffiti abatement and the graffiti van will continue to remove graffiti ASAP.  
 
The difficulty of cleaning graffiti off of a fence on Dahlman Avenue was discussed.    
 
Kayleen said that if someone is going to clean graffiti to take a picture of it first to send to her and 
to always get the owner’s permission first. 
 
Some of the graffiti is in such a high place that it is a wonder the kids can even get it on in the first 
place.  Some of the graffiti offenders would have to climb high and then hang over to paint it.  
One young person died falling off of the grain elevator.  
 
Pastor Sanders of Family First attended the meeting along with two young men who have gone 
through the diversion program for graffiti.  Pastor Sanders would like to see the diversion program 
expanded.  Family First helps families in crisis and tries to find more positive ways for youth to 
express themselves.  As Garry said, there are not necessarily any bad kids but there are 
definitely bad choices and some families make it more difficult for their kids to make good 
choices.  Could graffiti offenders or their families help pay for the cost of abatement? 
 
Precinct Update 
Lieutenant Scott filled in for Captain Belcastro-Gonzalez at the meeting.  She said that March 
brought an increase in violent crime. 
 
On St, Patrick’s Day, a man got hurt in a violent incident but there has been no arrest. 
 
On March 18th, there was a robbery at the Conoco at 24th and Leavenworth but there are no 
suspects. 
 
On March 19th at Sokol, there were gunshots and the police have leads in this incident. 
 
On March 25th, there was a home invasion involving a knife in the 2700 block of South 9th Street. 
 
On March 26th, there was a shooting at Curt and Clyde’s involving two victims and there are no 
suspects.  The police and Nebraska State Patrol are working on reducing crime there. 
 
On March 28th, there was a cutting in the 300 block of South 16th Street and a suspect was 
arrested. 
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On April 1st, two people were stabbed at Denim and Diamonds. 
 
Since the NCAA tournament, the Gene Leahy Mall has been a gathering place for a lot of young 
people.  The weather has been so nice and it encourages them to gather, especially on Saturday 
nights.  Since many are too young to get into the bars they sit on the wall and listen to the music 
and party.  There were large crowds there last year and also some violence so the police are 
doing extra patrols there.  John Oien said the police did a really good job there on St. Patrick’s 
Day night.  There were eight or nine property crimes during the NCAA tournament weekend.   
 
Neighborhood Update 
Arnold mentioned needles, urine, feces and people having sex in a yard next door to Curt and 
Clyde’s.  He also mentioned a possible illegal drug house at 4th and Woolworth and wondered 
why there is an increase in police traffic on 10th Street between Pacific and Bancroft. 
 
Garry said that the City Council and representatives from Curt and Clyde’s are scheduled to meet 
this month.  The options available will be to do nothing, to warn Curt & Clyde’s or to ask the 
Nebraska Liquor Commission to revoke their liquor license. 
 
The auto repair shop at 26th and Oak is still a mess.  Weeds and Litter sent them a notice but 
there is no improvement and now there is a tent on their property.  The shop was previously 
closed down because of suspected illegal drug activity but is now open.  Marilyn suspects there is 
illegal drug activity occurring because of the shop’s late hours and all of the people coming and 
going.  There is also loud music playing.   
 
There are also a lot of old, expired plates on a lot of vehicles in Marilyn’s neighborhood. 
 
Garry said that since about a year and a half ago the County Treasurer’s Office can be notified of 
an expired plate and the County Treasurer will send a certified letter to the owner.  If the plates 
are indeed expired their fee will increase. Ofelia will ask Mike Cavanaugh in the Treasurer’s 
Office about this law.   
 
Barry Wells said that a neighbor of his is not licensing a vehicle he keeps in a garage and that 
Garry may know him. 
 
There are still problems with illegal parking, including double parking, and traffic jams during 
soccer near the Wells’ house.  Beverly witnessed a near accident in front of their house resulting 
from the traffic. There are school busses taking kids to this park also and they are so long they 
cannot make a turn very easily.  People are often walking in the street before, during and after 
soccer. 
 
Barry hears a red Chevy pickup most nights at about 10:45 p.m. that has a really loud muffler.  It 
turns south from Martha onto 38th Street. 
 
Garry asked that people have patience about their yard waste and garbage removal delays.   
 
The graffiti amendment passed and, as Garry mentioned earlier, nothing will change for the PAC 
members present. 
 
Garry said that to remove Rosenblatt, it will take $3 million more to be raised.  People may be 
able to visit Rosenblatt one last time before it is demolished.   
 
John Oien said that a mural on 20th and Missouri Avenue is being tagged and covered up with a 
bright pink color.  He kiddingly suggested using paintballs to tag taggers.  He also mentioned that 
people are trespassing in the Gene Leahy Mall and Heartland Park after 11:00 p.m. when the 
parks are closed. 
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Jean said that there is a traffic hazard at the filling station on the northeast corner of 24th and 
Martha.  People do not realize there is a second lane when they leave the filling station on the 
south side to go east and may not see the vehicles coming toward them from the west in that 
second lane. 
 
Bill said that Field Club is going to get more active in OCCP. 
 
Kay mentioned rumors she heard about a pit bull or a corso and eight puppies being picked up 
from the 14th and “C” area.      
 
Dorothy told us how bad the traffic is on 24th Street between “L” and “Q” on Sundays, especially 
between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.  She said there are a lot of pedestrians also. 
 
Mark reported that a vehicle was stolen in his neighborhood and also that some serial burglars 
have been caught.  He also mentioned a suspect who stole gas from a gas station near 42nd and 
“F” and who tried to run from the police and a police dog.  The suspect tried to fight the dog but 
was arrested. 
 
John Oien mentioned that there are quite a few food vendors along South 24th Street with tents 
and cookers and wondered if they have permits since they are in the right-of-way.  Even planters 
on the sidewalks need permits.  The Douglas County Health Department could be called 
regarding the food vendors.  Anita said that the vendors have to have a license or permit on their 
person but they do not necessarily have to have it displayed.   
 
Anita said that if she calls OPPD regarding lights being out there is often a weeks-long wait. 
 
Anita told us about the illegal parking occurring on Washington Street between 27th and 30th, 
especially on Saturday nights, and weekends in general.  Some of the vehicles are parked in 
yards.  911 should be called whenever people see something illegal going on but on Saturday 
nights this type of call would most likely be a lower priority. 
 
Dahlbeng Malual from Sudanese Civic Society introduced himself.  He is from Sudan but has 
lived in Bellevue for 11 years.  The Sudanese Civil Society educates members about rules here in 
the United States.  Many Africans who are here came from refugee camps where there were no 
rules at all.  He mentioned a shop near 24th and Farnam that was broken into more than seven 
times.  Other shops have been broken into numerous times and they do have surveillance 
cameras.   
 
Upcoming Community Education Training Program (CETP) 
Ofelia is planning a CETP session specifically for African immigrants from April 16th through May 
14th.  She said we need to reach out to all of the different groups in South Omaha.   
 
There is a regular Community Connection program on RadioLobo for the Spanish-speaking 
community that discusses what the Police Department does, what to do in case of identification 
theft, and many other topics.  Ofelia asked John Oien if he could be a presenter on the show 
since he speaks Spanish. 
 
Upcoming SAFE Event 
The Safety Awareness Fitness and Education (SAFE) Fair will be held on June 2nd from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at the Kroc Center.  This event started out 10 years ago as a bike safety rodeo but 
has expanded to include all types of safety.  Would anyone be interested in having an information 
table or exhibit?  Are there any additional organizations that should be represented at the SAFE 
Fair?  Volunteers are needed!  If anyone would have any information for the SAFE Fair or would 
like to volunteer, call Ofelia at 402-444-7743. 
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More Upcoming Events 
The annual Safety Expo will be held on April 28th at Westroads from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Cinco de Mayo will be held the weekend of May 5th.  The Omaha Police Department will be in the 
parade.   
 
There will be OCCP training on May 9th.  Bill Hanes has more information about this training. 
 
The Vinton Street Festival will be held May 12th from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m.  
Sponsors include Habitat for Humanity and Deer Park Neighborhood Association.  This festival is 
trying to reach at-risk kids and families and encourage them to make good choices. 
 
Six South Omaha Neighborhood Associations are holding their annual cleanups on May 19th from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting ended.  The next PAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 1st, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Southeast Precinct assembly. 
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