
SONA Meeting Minutes for August 1, 2012 

 

The meeting was brought to order by Mike Battershell at 7:01pm. Thank you to Kroc Center for hosting 

our meetings for the next year! 

 

Attendees: 
Mike Battershell – Hanscom Park NA 

Duane Brooks – Karen Western NA 

Oscar Duran – Deer Park NA 

Vince Furlong – Omaha Urban Neighborhoods 

James Gill – Dahlman Park NA 

Mike Hohnstein – SWONA 

Chris Jerram – Omaha City Council 

Mary Ann Krzemien – SOETF 

Heath Mello – Nebraska Legislature, LD 5 

Rob Moore – Dahlman Park NA 

Don Preister – SOETF 

Crystal Rhoades – MCC 

Cassie Seagren – Omaha Mayor’s Office 

Scott Sheehan – Lynch Park NA 

Ted Stillwell – Learning Community 

Acela Turco – Congressman Lee Terry’s 

Office 

Arnie Breslow – Old Market South/DNA 

Joel Cota – Omaha Mayor’s Office 

John Fetzer – Salvation Army Kroc Center 

Garry Gernandt – Omaha City Council 

Carol Haas – Leavenworth NA 

Jennifer Jazynka – Omaha Public Library 

Kathy Jones – Educare at Indian Hill 

Tim  & Ruth Leininger – Social Settlement NA 

Lacey Merica – Social Settlement NA/OPS 

Dorothy Patach – SOBA 

Carolina Quezada – Latino Ctr of the Midlands 

Rafael Santa-Maria – Boys Town 

Dolores Semin – Spring Lake NA 

Jeff Spiehs – Dahlman Park NA 

Edward Svajgl – Corrigan NA 

Scott Wagner – Brown Park NA 

 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Leininger  reported that as of as of 7/31 we have a total of 

$21,731.92. Unrestricted funds are  $17,542.72 with Restricted funds of $4,189.20. 

 

Guest Speakers: Ted Stillwell, the Learning Community CEO, gave a brief history of the Learning 

Community. Their mission is working on better educational solutions for children living in poverty. 

Through experience and data, they know that the largest impact is made in the early years and by 

educating parents. Some examples of programs currently going on are Kindergarten Jump Start and 

extended learning days. All programs are results driven. Last spring, they started working in South 

Omaha with parents, early childhood care providers and educators. They are leasing the old South 

Omaha Library on 23rd & M to create the Learning Community Center of South Omaha. The building 

renovation should be done by Sept 15. They hope to be serving 200 families by October. They offer 

classes for English Language Learners, computer classes, literacy classes, and classes on parenting 

skills. Small groups of parents work with a navigator, who also helps link family to any services they 

need and assist parents with any school related issues. Usually each group is from a specific school, so 

parents are linked together for support. 

 

Police Report: Ofelia Robles came to the SONA leadership and asked SONA to become more active in 

the four major SE Precinct Events (SAFE, Halloween, Citizens Police Academy, and Christmas at the 

Precinct). They would like SONA to serve as the fiscal agent for the events and to help solicit and find 

volunteers for events.  Deer Park NA was serving as the fiscal agent because all of the programs started 

as just within Deer Park, but the programs have grown, and they are now serving all of South Omaha. 

 They usually raise about $12,000 overall for the three events, and do have some money with Deer Park 

right now.  SAFE and Christmas at Precinct are in their 11th year, and the Halloween Meet and Treat is 

in its 3rd year. Members discussed that these events attract many people from the South Omaha 



community, and helping with them could increase the visibility of SONA. Crystal Rhoades moved that 

SONA serve as fiscal agent for the four Southeast Precinct community events and to help solicit 

volunteers for the events. Tim Leininger seconded. We discussed why the precinct needs a 501(c)3 to 

hold funds versus the city and how donations would be recorded. The SE precinct did think about asking 

LPOA or the Police Foundation about holding funds, but as these are South Omaha events, they would 

like to keep them in South Omaha, and were worried that if the events were seen as a city wide events, 

they would have to rotate around the city instead of  being in South Omaha every year. Tim said that the 

accounting would not be a lot of extra work, and that as long as he is in South Omaha, he will continue 

taking care of SONA records. Some members mentioned that we could also recruit a volunteer from 

South High or MCC to help with some aspects of accounting.  Vince Furlong asked if we would be 

responsible for fundraising. Tim shared that in our fiscal agent contract, it states we do not do the 

fundraising. Arnie Breslow called the question. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

City Council Updates: Councilman Garry Gernandt thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers 

during his health scare in June. The demolitions and street resurfacing projects scheduled for southeast 

Omaha are on schedule and on budget. You can keep track of the schedule through the City of Omaha 

website. Numbers for this year's Step Up program are looking very good. The 2014 city budget does 

include funding for the graffiti program through 2014. The graffiti partnership has done a great job of 

finding community partners for behind the scenes graffiti abatement, such as matching kids with 

mentors, and working with the South Omaha Violence Intervention and Prevention (SO VIP) to find 

ways to change kids minds from 'destructive' to 'constructive.' 

 

Councilman Chris Jerram reported that funding for the Mayor's Grant program was continued for 2014. 

Also continued was extra funding for demolitions. If your neighborhood has issues with tree limbs from 

trees that were in right of way, the City of Omaha Forestry department will handle pick-up. If the limbs 

are in right of way, Public Works will pick them up. Most of the time, street light maintenance is 

performed by OPPD. The city maintains lights in parks and on some boulevards. If you do have street 

lights that are not working, let Chris or Garry know. Try to avoid the 42nd & Leavenworth area due to 

the building demolition,  and Dodge Street in Midtown due to construction. The City Council has heard 

concerns about Chasers Bar on 19th St, and police are having an aggressive presence there.  He is also 

working with Arnie to get property owners on 13th and 10th Streets together to talk about 

redevelopment. 

 

Legislative Update: Sen. Heath Mello shared that this year’s legislative session ended in June. His end 

of Session reports were available at the meeting. Over the interim, he will be working on state 

budget/fiscal issues and will be on the tax modernization committee. There will be a public hearing for 

this committee the first week of October at MCC South,  discussing Nebraska’s tax issues. 

 

Mayor's Office: Welcome to Joel Cota and Cassie Seagren from Mayor Jean Stothert's office! Please 

continue to call the Mayor's hot line with any problems at 402-444-5555. The Mayor is trying to answer 

calls on the hotline once a week or so. The 2014 budget was given to the city council last week. The are 

currently conducting nationwide searches for a new planning director and finance director. Cassie also 

works with the city council on economic development issues. A brief discussion was also held about 

code enforcement. 

 

SOETF:  The next SOETF meeting is August 8th. They will talk about manure spills in South Omaha, 



air quality, and the environment in South Omaha. 

 

SO VIP Update:  They meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 11:30am at South Omaha Library. 

They are working on a ‘getting to know your neighborhood’ campaign which will help non-profits to get 

to know the communities they are located in. They are also working on a cross-cultural committee, 

establishing quarterly goals for the fall, and working with Jamie Andrews, the Omaha360 coordinator. 

 

Old Business 
Annual Banquet Final Numbers: Duane Brooks shared that we had two goals for banquet - to raise 

$5000 and have more involvement. We met both! As of last week, the banquet netted $5790. We had 

more neighborhood associations involved, and had 154 people in attendance.  Sokol donated the use of 

the hall, and we donated $250 to the gymnastics group in appreciation. We also made a donation to the 

SOBs for their annual event. Thank you everyone for your help! 

 

Marketing Piece Update: Vince reported that SONA, SOBA, Marcos Mora, LingoDocs, First National 

Bank, and the Convention and Visitors’ Bureau have been working together to put out a marketing 

brochure for South Omaha. They developed a ‘Passport to South Omaha.” Five-thousand will be printed 

and will primarily be available at the Omaha Visitor's Center downtown. They also developed content 

on South Omaha for visitomaha.com website. South Omaha is listed on the 'Things to do' Menu, which 

has information about festivals, food & dining, arts, history. SOBA may apply for a tourism award from 

the state for this project, and would like SONA to write a letter of support. 

 

Alliance of Alliance Meeting: Rob Moore shared that there are 6 neighborhood alliances in Omaha, 

which cover entire city. They are meeting on a regular basis to discuss how to proceed without the 

Neighborhood Center.  The Mayor's office funded a study with UNO to look at neighborhood's needs 

across the city. In June, the group picked a name - United Neighborhood Alliances of Omaha. They are 

bringing back the NeighborNews newsletter because there was a lot of information about what was 

going on in neighborhoods around city that people are missing. There will be a three phase needs 

assessments: 1st- meeting with alliance leaders, 2nd- survey of association leaders, and 3rd community 

forums. If you haven't received an email with a link to survey, or a survey in the mail, please let him 

know. SONA will also share our email list so more surveys can be sent out. Rob’s email is 

rob.moore@ci.omaha.ne.us. 

 

New Business 
Micro Grants Program Launch: Oscar stated that the SONA leadership team would like to help NAs 

get more active, and help restart some NAs. We are looking to start a micro grant program for South 

Omaha NAs. There would be a year round application structure. If you have input regarding starting this 

program, email Oscar to work on proposal to bring back to the full group. Rob shared that MNA is also 

working on a similar program for midtown NAs. Oscar's email is od_1500@msn.com. We are also 

working with Bank of the West to form an annual grant program. 

 

Leadership Team Structure: We discussed what the leadership team is, and what they do - essentially 

a working group between meetings. There is a provision in our bylaws for a leadership team. Mary Ann 

Krzemien brought up that we should have a group to look at what role of advisory council is, who 

specifically is on it, if terms are specific, and what the role of the SONA board is, to create clarity going 

forward.  We will send out a copy of the bylaws to everyone to look over. Rob, Mary Ann, Tim, and 

http://visitomaha.com/
mailto:rob.moore@ci.omaha.ne.us
mailto:od_1500@msn.com


Don volunteered to help with the review as well. The group is open to anyone who is interested in 

participating. 

 

Fiscal Agent Contract/Discussion: SONA served as fiscal agent for the annual Field Club fireworks 

show, but they didn't raise any money. Mike will send out a copy of our fiscal agent contract to all NAs 

so they have it to review. Don't forget that this is a service we offer to NAs! 

 

Neighborhood Updates/Announcements 
- Mike shared that SONA received $1250 from Mutual of Omaha for a Month of Caring grant for the 

Dorothy Patach Natural Environmental Area. They will provide volunteers for a fall stabilization project 

(cleaning the park) on Friday Sept 6th, at 12:30pm. We also asked them to build park benches or a 

picnic table (which one will be decided by group that has been maintaining area) and to plant trees. 

 Mary Ann suggested we also need a sign stating that fruit on the trees is for the public to eat. 

- BRNA has decided to fold after 10 years. They did donate $250 to SONA. 

- Carolina Quezada shared that the Step-up program at the Latino Center of the Midlands had 15 youth 

this year. All got jobs, and three were hired in positions that will last beyond the summer! Most 

placements were at other non-profits. They have started the Noble Youth program – it is a group of 

young men 14-18 working to help solidify a strong set of values. It is targeted towards at-risk youth. 

They just finished the first group and will be staring a second  group. They are looking to start a group 

for young women next year. 

-Lacey Merica is our new representative on the OPS School Board. She shared that school starts on 

8/14. There is a new bus provider, Student Transportation of America, with new propane powered buses. 

 Gateway Elementary will open on 42nd St, but the dedication is not set yet. 

- Garry shared that Student Transportation of America is headquartered in South Omaha, and brought in 

500 jobs! 

- Karen Western’s National Night Out(NNO) Party is 9/6 from 6-8pm- free hot dogs and swimming! 

- Spring Lake will also have a NNO party on 9/6. 

-Leavenworth will have its NNO party on 9/6 at the VFW. 

-The Kroc Center will be hosting Baconfest on Sunday, August 11
th

.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lacey Merica 


